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International Press Release

French Council of State annuls wind turbine permits, major impact on energy
future

Paris, March 9, 2024 - In a landmark decision, the French Council of State has
ruled that authorizations for onshore wind turbines and rules for the renewal of
wind farms are illegal. The decision comes after a legal challenge brought by the
Fédération Environnement Durable and 15 associations.

Scope of the cancellation:

The Council of State annulled all provisions concerning the three successive
versions of the noise measurement protocol that was supposed to protect the
health of local residents. The decision affects not only current authorizations and
projects but could also call into question existing wind farms.

Consequences:

e Projects under review or authorized but not yet built: These projects
must imperatively undergo a complete environmental assessment.

o Existing wind farms: All wind farms built on the basis of the now-illegal
ministerial decrees should no longer be authorized to operate in their
current state.
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Reasons for the cancellation:

e Lack of environmental assessment: The Council of State found that the
ministerial decrees on noise measurement did not undergo an
environmental assessment, which is a violation of the law.

e Lack of public participation: The Council of State also highlighted that
the decisions approving the noise protocol were not subject to public
participation, violating the principles of participation and transparency.

Reactions:

e Environmental associations: Environmental associations welcome the
decision of the Council of State, calling it a major victory for environmental
protection, the health of local residents, and respect for the law. They
point to the systematic disregard of these laws by the public authorities,
whose sole objective was to impose the installation of wind turbines that
are increasingly rejected by the population, especially in rural areas.

e State: The State has been ordered to pay compensation to the plaintiff
associations.

Impact on the French energy future:

The decision of the Council of State will have a crucial impact on the future of
French energy. The development of onshore wind energy is now being slowed
down, pending the implementation of new authorizations and rules that comply
with the law. This decision also raises questions about the viability of ongoing
projects and the future of existing wind farms.
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Atu je slubeny preklad:

Francuzska Statna rada rusi povolenia na veterné turbiny, velky dopad na
energeticka budicnost

Pariz, 9. marca 2024 -V prelomovom rozhodnuti Francuzska Statna rada vyhlasila, zZe
povolovania pre veterné turbiny na pevnine a pravidla pre obnovu veternych fariem su
nezakonné. Rozhodnutie prichadza po pravnej vyzve zo strany Fédération
Environnement Durable a 15 zdruzeni.

Rozsah zrusenia:

Statna rada zrusila vSetky ustanovenia tykajlce sa troch po sebe nasledujucich verzii
protokolu merania hluku, ktory mal chranit zdravie miestnych obyvatelov. Rozhodnutie
sa dotyka nielen sucasnych povoleni a projektov, ale mbze tiez spochybnit existujice
veterné farmy.

Désledky:

e Projekty v procese posudzovania alebo uz povolené, no eSte nepostavené:
Tieto projekty musia bezpodmiene&ne podstupit Uplné posudenie vplyvu na
Zivotné prostredie.

o Existujice veterné farmy: V3etky veterné farmy postavené na zaklade teraz
nezakonnych ministerskych dekrétov uz nemaju byt opravnené na prevadzku v
ich su¢asnej podobe.

Doé6vody zrusenia:

o Nedostatok environmentalneho hodnotenia: Statna rada zistila, Ze ministerské
dekréty o merani hluku nepresli environmentalnym posudenim, ¢o je porusenim
zakona.

¢ Nedostatok ucasti verejnosti: Statna rada tiez zd6raznila, Zze rozhodnutia
potvrdzujuce hlukovy protokol neboli predlozené verejnej participacii, ¢im sa
porusSili principy Ucasti a transparentnosti.

Reakcie:

o Environmentalne zdruzenia: Tie rozhodnutie Statnej rady vitaju a nazyvaju ho
velkym vitazstvom pre ochranu zivotného prostredia, zdravie miestnych
obyvatelov a reSpektovanie zakona. Poukazuju na systematické ignorovanie
tychto zakonov zo strany verejnych organov, ktorych jedinym cielom bolo presadit
inStalaciu veternych turbin, ktoré su obyvatelstvom — najma vo vidieckych
oblastiach — ¢oraz viac odmietané.

o Stat: Stat bol zaviazany zaplatit odskodné zalujucim zdruZzeniam.



Dopad na francuzsku energeticki budtcnost:

Rozhodnutie Statnej rady bude mat kli¢ovy vplyv na buduicnost francuizskej energetiky.
Rozvoj veternej energie na pevnine sa teraz spomaluje, kym nebudu zavedené nové
povolenia a pravidla v sulade so zakonom. Toto rozhodnutie tiez vyvolava otazky o
Zivotaschopnosti prebiehajucich projektov a buducnosti existujucich veternych fariem.



